INTRODUCTION
Sulfur dioxide was first detected above the clouds of Venus by Barker [1979] , and later beneath the cloud decks by instruments carried by the Pioneer Venus (PV) and Spectroscopic observations of the nightside provide a unique means of remotely monitoring the SO2 abundance below the clouds of Venus. These capabilities are crucial for a better understanding of the origin and distribution of SO•. and of the sulfur chemistry on Venus.
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